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GV BC PU R PO SE  
ST A T EMEN T 

At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 

GV BC M I SSI O N 
ST A T EMEN T 

Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 
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How God Speaks to Me 
In John 6:63 (NASB) Jesus says:  “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh 
profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are 

life.” 

I have come to believe that God speaks to me most commonly through His 
Spirit using His written Word. That is, as I read and study God’s Word in my 
daily life, much truth is being deposited and stored in my mind. The 
indwelling Spirit then uses the Word on deposit in my mind to speak to me 
during specific points along my ongoing spiritual journey with the Lord. 

The verse says, “It is the Spirit who gives life.”  Besides imparting the gift of eternal life 
at the time we first believed in Jesus, the Spirit continues to bring li fe to us all along our 
Christian journey. He takes the written Scriptures recorded in our mind and infuses them 
with life to transform and enlighten us further in our present circumstances as we “listen” to 
hear what God is saying to us in any moment. 

“The flesh profits nothing.”  Our natural life and human resources cannot bring li fe. Only 
God’s Spirit is life-giving. And when Jesus goes on to exclaim that “the words that I have 
spoken to you are spirit and are life,” He is saying that it is the Spirit of li fe that takes 
Jesus’ words (recorded first in the Bible then transferred to our mind by study) and 
breathes life into them for our present circumstances resulting in enlightenment, insight, 
and wisdom. 

This, then, is one of the primary ways in which we hear God’s voice today. 

I have experienced this phenomenon over and over again in my own spiritual walk. Having 
read Dallas Willard’s book Hearing God, I am now much more aware of God speaking to 
me in this way during the course of my everyday life. I frequently “hear” God in this way 
while I am on my early morning walk and reflecting on some portion of Scripture in my 
mind which I have recently read or studied. Either suddenly or gradually an insight will 
come which gives me a fresh perspective in my life. Whenever this happens, I now say, 
“God just spoke to me.” 

I have also come to notice whenever the Lord speaks to me in this way (that is, through 
His Word by His Spirit), I always experience an unspeakable joy and excitement. I can 
actually sense life flowing and rising up and then overflowing from within my heart. I feel 
energized and motivated and excited!  I feel I have had a fresh encounter with the living 
God — I have actually experienced God! 

I have also noticed hearing God in this way and experiencing Him personally has had a 
transforming effect on my life which, in turn, impacts my ministry to people. I cannot help 
but feel this is part of what Jesus was referring to when He said:  “If anyone is thirsty, let 
him come to Me and drink . He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his 

innermost being will flow rivers of living water. ’”  But this He spok e of the Spirit…. 

My encouragement to you today is to thirst to love and know Jesus intimately by studying 
and reflecting on His Word. As you do, you will find God will speak to you through His 
Spirit using His Word so you will experience rivers of living water flowing from your 
innermost being. And you will say with joy and excitement, “God spoke to me today!” 

Pastor Ron Matsuda 
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Minako Fujimoto's Christian walk has been 
continuously blessed by her husband, Jeff. "Jeff is my 
best friend,” she shared. “As a Christian, he's been very 
faithful and supportive."  The couple has been part of the 
Spiritual Growth: By Faith Nehemiah 4 Campaign along 
with Silvio & Jessie Carrara and Bruce & Lillian Higashi. 

Born in Nagoya, Japan 

A native of Nagoya, Japan, Minako grew up, with her older brother and 
parents as a Buddhist. In 1998 she graduated college with a degree in 
Japanese history. Following college she completed a correspondence 
course for teaching elementary school. Unable to find a job as a teacher 
in Japan, at age 23 she decided to come to the United States. Upon 
arrival, she lived with an American family in Silver Lake, CA. During this 
time, she attended adult school where she began learning English. 

Do not be unequally yoked 

Minako met her husband, Jeff, when he was a cub scout leader through 
one of the parents in his troop. “After two dates with me,” she said, “the 
Scripture from II Corinthians 6:14 about being unequally yoked popped 
into Jeff's mind.” 

“Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have 
righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with 
darkness?" 

“After pondering the situation,” she stated, “Jeff came to a decision. By 
our third date he told me he could no longer see me because I wasn't a 
Christian.” After this decision, she responded, "How can I have a choice 
of Jesus Christ when I don't even know who He is?" This led to Jeff's 
challenge to Minako. As long as her heart stayed open to Christianity, 
they would continue to see one another. If her heart closed to the Word 
of God, their relationship would end. 

Fruit of the vine 

In finding a church to attend, Minako thought about Pastor Ueno, a 
Japanese-speaking minister and substitute teacher whom she had team-
taught with at Japanese School for a year. During this time, Pastor Ueno 
gave her tapes of his sermons which she laid aside. Then, she listened 
to one of the tapes, finding Pastor Ueno easy to listen to and understand. 
She contacted Jeff, informing him she had found a Japanese-speaking 
church, Vine International (VI), where Pastor Ueno was serving as 
interim pastor. 

(Continued on page 3) 

THE JOURNEY OF LIFE 

PROFILE OF MINAKO FUJIMOTO 

BY KATHY AISO 

"We are here to help one another 

along life's journey." 
— William J. Bennett 
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Absorbing the Word of God 

As Minako and Jeff attended VI on Sunday mornings, she began 
absorbing the Word. Soon, her belief in the theory of evolution changed 
into a belief that God created the universe. Her questions from age ten 
about what happens after death were answered. After a year, she 
accepted the Lord. “Initially Jeff did not believe me!” she stated. With 
time, however, he saw changes in her which demonstrated her 
acceptance of Jesus as her Lord and Savior. 

In September 1999, the Fujimotos were married. The following year, they 
were baptized by Pastor Ueno. Also, they are the proud parents of 
Stephan and Thomas, ages ten and eight, respectively. The Fujimotos 
have found God to always be faithful and they are dedicated to raising 
their boys in a Christian home. 

A desire to work in ministry 

Over the past two years, Minako and Jeff were questioning whether they 
could continue to afford sending their sons to Valley Christian School. 
Initially, Minako couldn't find a part-time job which would help cover the 
tuition. During this time, she began attending the Jems/Nichigobu Bible 
Study. In time, she was offered a small job, helping the Jems Nichigobu 
Coordinator (JNC). When the JNC retired earlier this year, Minako was 
eventually offered the part-time position. In June 2011, she began her job 
which meets tuition expenses at Valley Christian School. The job also 
satisfies her desire to work in ministry. She is very elated about how God 
worked everything out to the last detail. 

God is at work in you 

One of Minako's favorite Bible verses, Philippians 2:13,14, reminds her 
that blessings come in following God's will. 

"For it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good 
pleasure. Do all things without grumbling or disputing." 

In following God's will, which is not always easy, Minako acknowledged, 
"I have had to face hard things, but God always provides." Knowing the 
Lord has her best interest at heart makes following His will easier. She is 
also thankful because God provided her with a sincere and honest 
Christian helpmate in Jeff. He has helped and continues to encourage 
her as she continues on this journey called life. 

THE JOURNEY OF LIFE 

CONTINUED 

PROFILE OF MINAKO FUJIMOTO 
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MISSION FIELD 

David Rock Short-term Mission to Japan July 1 to 20 

When I first announced I was going to Japan with Campus Crusade, 
everyone (including me) wondered what I’d be doing there. During our 
initial orientation we were advised to limit our expectations, to have a 
servant’s attitude, and not be concerned if our task wasn’t heroic. 

Upon arriving in Japan we learned we would stay in the Nasu region 
in the Tochigi prefecture. We stayed at “The House of Rest,” a 
pension run by Reverend and Mrs. Kondo. Half of us worked at the Asian 
Rural Institute (the Farm), which is a Christian-run agriculture school for 
people from third-world countries. Because of the quake and radiation fear, 
students were in short supply and they needed a lot of help. The other half of 
our team did warehouse work — moving supplies, unloading trucks, and 
loading other trucks which transported supplies to evacuation centers. 

A day at the farm workers went into the fields where work. As part of the 
warehouse team, I worked on the farm only three days (when the warehouse 
was closed). Our team harvested hundreds of pounds of onions, garlic, and 
around 3,000 pounds of potatoes— all by hand. We also fed hogs, planted 
soy beans, harvested oats, and pulled weeds from sweet potato and rice 
fields. Because I didn’t have boots, I walked into the muddy rice field 
barefoot with my jeans rolled up to my knees. The work was tough and I was 
soon covered with bug bites. 

At the warehouse we unloaded a large truck filled with hand-made quilts 
from Canada. Some of the quilt makers added a photo with an encouraging 
note. The truck drivers were really impressed we were all volunteers and 
came so far just to serve Japan. Our service was truly a witness of God’s 
caring love for those who suffer tragedy. 

Sunday was my day off. I took a train to Sendai and visited Yoshiko’s (my 
wife) cousin, Kunio Isono and his wife, Noriko. Noriko’s mother and brother 
were killed when the tsunami rolled through Sendai. After lunch they took me 
on a tour of the city and showed me the devastated areas where most of the 
debris has been removed and gathered into huge mountains near the 
harbor. 

Five days later, the team visited the towns of Ishinomaki and Onagawa 
which were both devastated by the tsunami. As in Sendai, most of the debris 
was gathered into huge mountains. However, passing through central 
Ishinomaki, I saw many stores being repaired and restocked and restaurants 
reopening. Nice to see life returning to the city. 

The highlight of my trip was the chance to visit an evacuation center in 
Fukushima City set up for people who had lived in the exclusion zone around 
the power plant. What do you say to a person who has lost their home and 
probably their livelihood?  Saying “God loves you” would probably sound 
trite. As a foreigner I found it easy to use simple Japanese to start a 
conversation. So, I shared about how deeply the tragedy affected me and 
lots of other Americans. I told them how Americans love Japan and the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Letters from our family 

� Dear GVBC, Thank you for the beautiful floral arrangements I received while I was in the hospital. I 
am blessed to be part of GVBC, a Christ-like church in word and action. Sincerely, Linda Fujikawa 

� GVBC Family, I thank you so much for blessing my family and myself with the scholarship [Christian 
Service Scholarship]. It is going toward my textbooks and college savings. Thank you. God bless. 
Always, Aubrey Kaneshiro 

� Dear GVBC Scholarship Committee, Thank you so much for your kind and generous support!  It is 
greatly encouraging as I face the next stage of my life. As I enter college, I will continue to look for 
ways to worship the Lord through service. Thanks again so much!  God bless, Aaron Ishibashi 

� The family of Kenji Matsuda sincerely thanks you for your many thoughtful expressions of sympathy. 
Your prayers, heartfelt words, generous gifts and warm presence have been a source of comfort, 
support and strength. Your kindness and caring are deeply appreciated. Nancy Matsuda & Family 

Congratulations to: 

� Congratulations on your retirement, Teresa Matsushima!  After many years of dedicated 
service as a school nurse, Teresa retired in June from the Lawndale School District. Going 
beyond the call of duty, Teresa taught special lessons in some of the classrooms. 

We spotted you in the news 

� Rodney Tanaka’s picture was spotted in the Thursday, July 28, 2011 Gardena Valley News. 
Rodney and the Elks Lodge No. 1919 presented a $1,000 check to the Gardena Food 
Pantry. The Gardena Elks National Foundation gave the $1,000 Gratitude Grant money to 
the Gardena Food Pantry to help provide food to those in need in our community. 

FAMILY NEWS 

Japanese people and are praying for them. These people are longing for life 
to get back to normal. 

It was a busy three weeks. I loved working with the folks from Campus 
Crusade and I learned a lot from Mike Ebert who led our team and 
demonstrated what it means to be a real servant. I also enjoyed meeting 
Japanese Christians at the Campus Crusade Student Center in Mitaka 
(Tokyo), at the Hokushin Calvary Church in Fukushima City, and at our 
pension in Nasu. I enjoyed hearing their life stories and learning how they 
became a Christian. I wished I had more time to get to know them better. 

While in Japan we were all deeply moved by the disaster. I felt God calling 
me and I needed to go to Japan to help. Perhaps I didn’t do anything big or 
heroic, but I went as an ordinary person simply wanting to share God’s love. 

I want to thank all of my GVBC family for helping to make it possible for me to 
take this unforgettable trip. 

If you have internet access, you can see my photos at: 
www.pbase.com/daverock/japan2011. 

Your brother in Christ, 
Dave Rock 

(David Rock Japan Mission Trip Continued from page 4) 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 

EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your 
event in the subject line]. You can 
also contact event leaders 
directly. 

WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

� Classes at GVBC 

�101 Class, Membership and Baptism, Sunday 
August 14, 12:30 — 4:30 p.m., for high school 
age and up. For those seeking information 
about GVBC and who would like to become a 
member and/or be baptized. Taught by Pastors 
Steve Langley and Layne Wakuta. 

�201 Class, Discovering Spiritual Maturity, 
Sunday, August 14, 12:30 — 4:30 p.m. 
Designed to help you develop spiritual maturity. 
Taught by Pastors Ron Matsuda and           
Chris Koga. 

�301 Class, Discovering Ministry (two-part 
series), Sundays, August 14 Part 1 & August 21 
Part 2, 12:30 — 4:30 p.m. Learn about your 
unique spiritual gifts, your S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual 
gifts, Heart, Abilities, Personality, Experience) 
and take the next step in the ministry 
exploration process. Taught by Pastor Annette 
Kakimoto. 

�401 Class, Redefining My Life’s Mission, 
Sunday, August 14, 12:30 — 4:30 p.m. Teaches 
you how to redefine your life’s mission and how 
you can live as a witness to Christ. Taught by 
Pastors Daniel Matsuda and James Chang. 

A light lunch is provided before each class. 
Register by checking off the appropriate box on 
the back of your Connection form or contact Jan 
Magnani, ext. 0 or e-mail her at: gvbc@gvbc.net 
[Class number in the subject line]. 

� Beachcombers Friendship Night 

Thursday, August 18, 5:30-8:30 p.m., Community 
Hall. Invite a friend or family member or anyone 
you’ve been praying for. This is a beach-themed 
event with musical entertainment, exhibits, food, 
and fun for everyone. We need lots of helpers with 
set up on Wednesday, Aug. 17, between 10 AM–7 
PM. Sign up at the Guest Center in the Courtyard 
after the worship services or contact Cindy 
Matsuda at: hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com. 

� Driftwood Healthcare Center Outreach 

Saturday, August 20, 2:45 — 4:15 p.m. Befriend 
a resident of Driftwood. Help them make a craft, 
sing songs, and spend some time with them. 
For more information, please see the flyer at the 
Guest Center or on the Narthex counter or 
contact Jodie Rivera at: 
Jodie_Yoshida@yahoo.com 

� Baptism Sunday September 4, Sanctuary 

� Office Closed Labor Day Monday, September 5 

� Keep Gardena Beautiful All-church Project 

Saturday, September 17, 8:30 a.m. — 12:00 noon. 
Sign ups coming soon. More info to follow. Contact 
Paul Matsushima, ext. 695 

� Pastoral Staff Appreciation Month—October 

� M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Mission) Dates 

� Saturday, Oct 1 Tijuana 

� Friday, Dec. 16 to Sunday, Dec.18, San Telmo 

NOTE: a U.S. passport is required. Spanish is helpful, 
but not required. Contact Teresa Matsushima via the 
church office or email her at: 
treesaw47@sbcglobal.net. 

� Harvest Festival Monday, October 31 
� Standard Time begins Sunday, November 6, Fall 

BACK. 

� Office closed Friday, November 11 Veteran’s Day 

� Annual Election Meeting 

Sunday, November 13, 12:30 — 2:00 p.m., Bento 
lunch or bring your own. 

� Thanksgiving Sunday November 20 

� Office Closed November 24 & 25, Thanksgiving 

� Workday/Christmas Decorating Saturday Nov. 26 

� First Sunday of Advent November 27 

� Encore Performances of “A Prodigal Christmas” 

Due to many requests, there will be FOUR encore 
performances of “A Prodigal Christmas”. The dates 
are: 

�Wednesday, November 30, 7 PM 

�Friday, December 2, 7 PM 

�Saturday, December 3, 3 PM matinee & 7 PM 

Invite your friends and family. Don’t miss your chance 
to experience this heartfelt Christmas play. 

� All-church Christmas Potluck 

Sunday, December 4, 5:00—7:00 p.m. Community 
Hall 

� Angel’s Breakfast Saturday, December 10 

� GVBC Tour sponsored by the Prime Timer’s 

Newport Harbor Christmas Boat Parade & Dinner, 
Thursday, December 15. Cost $109 per person. 
DEADLINE to pay & register: Sunday, October 30. 
Dinner at the Five Crowns in Corona Del Mar, 
evening cruise in the Newport Harbor Christmas Boat 
Parade, Rodgers Gardens “Christmas Fantasy.” Tour 
leaves GVBC at 

1:45 p.m., returns approx. 10 p.m. 

Register at the information table in the Courtyard 
after the worship services or contact: Richard or Keiko 
Imatomi. 

� Christmas Eve Services 

Saturday, December 24, 6:00 p.m. & 11:00 p.m. 

� Christmas Day Sunday Services December 25 
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Issue 15 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, August 17. 

Hard copies available on Friday, August 19 in the Narthex and 

Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, August 14. 

Friday Night KidZone Events 
7:00 — 8:30pm Community Hall 

First to Fifth Grade 
 

August12 — Making Ice Cream 
August 19 — Water Balloon Toss/Sponge Relay 
August 26 — Board Games/Movie Night (Room 
250/251) 
 
For info contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 689,     
email: susan@gvbc.net  

Financial Report 
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Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory 

 

FROM  IN LOVING HONOR or MEMORY OF 

 

Ueda Memorial  Lois Hatsuko Ueda 

Ken Miya  Hisako Miya — Nehemiah 

Jean Urabe  Ted Urabe — Nehemiah 
 

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones go into the College Scholarship 

Fund, unless specified. 

$70,000

$80,000

$90,000

$100,000

$110,000

$120,000

Month of

June

Income

received

Expenses

 



Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

Ron Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Teaching, ext. 679 

Annette Kakimoto, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Development, ex t. 680  

James Chang, Assis tant Pastor — Worship, ex t. 682 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Youth, ex t. 681 

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

Linda Matsuda — Direc tor  Early  Chil dhood, ext. 683 (pt) 

Layne Wakuta, Pastoral Intern — Junior  High, ex t 684 (pt) 

Paul  Matsushima, Pastoral Intern-Neighborhood, ext.695(pt) 

J.J . Frey, Worship Coordinator (pt) 

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt) 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tant, ext. 675 

Jan Magnani , Secretary, ex t. 671 

Aubrey  Matsunami, Chris tian Educ. Secretary , ext. 678 (pt) 

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor  ex t. 673 (pt) 

Kevin Hatashi ta, Maintenance Asst. ( pt) 

Socorro “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

Kevin Maeda, Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

Gerald Mayewaki, Maintenance Asst. (pt)  

Kyle York , Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

� Nichigo Japanese-speaking Service @ 10:45AM Rm 201 
 

Sunday, August 14 
Suffering for Righteousness Sake: 1 Peter 3:8-22 

 
Sunday, August 21 

Urgency of the Time and Our Call 
 

Sunday, August 28/Baptism s 
Both services in Sanctuary 

Youth Service ~ 1 Peter 4:1-11 
 

Sunday, September 4/Communion 
Unashamed of the Gospel ~ 1 Peter 4:12-5 to 5:5 

 
Sunday, September 11 

Your Adversary ~ 1 Peter 5:6-14 
 
English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 


